TOWN OF NORTH EAST PLANNING BOARD
MINUTES
May 23, 2018

The regular meeting of the Town of North East Planning Board (“PB”) took place on Wednesday,
May 23, 2018 in the NorthEast-Millerton Library Annex located at 28 Century Blvd, Millerton, New
York at 7:30 PM. Board members Chairman Dale Culver, Evelyn Garzetta, Bill Kish, Charles
Barrett, Leslie Farhangi and Daniel Sternberg were present. Board member Bill McGhee was absent.
Also in attendance were Ryan Thomas of Rennia Engineering, Kyle Boss, Loretta Boss and
Kathleen Clark, all from Rangrig Yeshe Buddhafield and Claudia Stevens, secretary to the planning
board.

Buddhafield (Rangrig Yeshe)
Application for Site Plan Discussion
Cooper Rd

Parcel #: 7169-00-183763

Chair Culver requested a motion to open the regular meeting of the PB at 7:30 PM. The motion was
made by Garzetta, seconded by Farhangi and passed unanimously.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Buddhafield (Rangrig Yeshe)
Application for Site Plan Discussion
Cooper Rd

Parcel #: 7169-00-183763

Ryan Thomas, engineer with Rennia Engineering, representing the Buddhafield (Rangrig Yeshe) is
before the PB with an application for site plan. The Buddhafield has been before the PB and the
Zoning Board of Appeals “ZBA” several times over the last 15 years, most recently in 2014. Thomas
stated that the applicant, Rangrig Yeshe Inc., is proposing a phased development of the parcel which
will ultimately house two buildings to serve as a sanctuary and retreat center. Thomas further stated
that he is before the PB to discuss Phase I of the project which entails grading an existing lower field
to facilitate future teaching events. This area will eventually serve as a parking area containing up to
100 spaces. Thomas presented board members with a written “Buddhafield Project Narrative” dated
April 26, 2018 (see attached).

Chair Culver asked whether Thomas was before the PB to begin an entirely new site plan application
or if the applicant intended to modify their existing site plan. Chair Culver stated that Rangrig Yeshe
appeared before the ZBA on April 24, 2003 and at that time was granted a special permit for a
meditation center and accessory buildings. On June 3, 2003 the applicant was granted site plan
approval for a plan specifying the locations of a meditation hall, a residence, an administrative
center, and a guest house all accessed by a driveway traversing the depth of the property as well as 2
parking areas. Chair Culver stated that if Rangrig Yeshe, Inc. were to submit a new site plan all
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previous work done would be lost. Chair Culver stated that another course of action would be to
submit an application for Modified Site Plan. PB members agreed that the new application appeared
almost the same as the approved site plan differing mostly in the size and placement of the proposed
buildings. Boss stated that the Stupa and another small building are not part of the new plan. Boss
further stated that currently the Rangrig Yeshe Inc., is looking no further than 10 years down the
road as far as building plans.

PB members questioned as to whether the original site plan had been approved and whether or not
the ZBA variances were still in effect. Stevens stated that she had spoken to Julie Schroeder
regarding the ZBA Special Permit and Schroeder assured her that the variances are still valid.
According to ZBA records, Rangrig Yeshe, Inc returned to the ZBA in 2013 to confirm the validity
of the 2003 Special Permit at which time the ZBA determined that enough of the criteria had been
fulfilled in order to keep the special permit in effect. A search through the existing documents
produced a site plan dated 2003 signed by the then PB Chair Kish.

After discussion both the PB and Rangrig Yeshe members determined that the original site plan is
similar to the newly presented plan. As this is the case, it would be more expedient and fiscally
sound to amend the existing site plan rather than start from scratch.

Kish suggested a list of items that the PB would like to see on the next site plan plat:

e Screening — existing and proposed
e Details of plans for the parking area
e Details of any proposed signage or lighting

Chair Culver requested that Stevens send copies of the approved Site Plan to Thomas and the
Rangrig Yeshe board members. PB members recommended Thomas view the approved the plan and
return to the PB with an application for amended site plan based upon the original approvals.

General Business

PB members discussed the proposed Solar Law document before the Town Board “TB” which was
distributed via Email. PB members submitted their thoughts to the PB secretary by Email. Chair
Culver stated he would meet with Stevens to create a response letter incorporating the ideas
submitted.

Chair Culver stated he had spoken to Bob Trotta regarding the escrow money still held by the PB.
Trotta responded that there would be a project in the future.

Chair Culver gave an update of the comprehensive plan committee. There is a draft of the mission

statement and an ongoing gathering of details. Kish stated that the next meeting is scheduled for
May 31, 2018 and suggested the PB members attend.
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Minutes

Planning Board members read through minutes distributed at any earlier date.

Garzetta made a motion to accept the minutes of October 25, 2017 as presented. The motion was
seconded by Farhangi and passed unanimously. Sternberg abstained as he was not a PB member at

the time of the October 25, 2017 meeting.

Planning board members unable to vote on the minutes of September 28, 2017 as there was not a
quorum from that evening’s meeting present this evening.

Farhangi made motion to close the Planning Board meeting at 8:18 PM. The motion was seconded
by Kish and passed unanimously.

Claudla Steve
Planning Board Secretary
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